Introduction
The data in this paper readily identifiable phenotype which can be used to monitor aneuploid production in populations. In British Columbia, the BC Health Surveillance Registry contains listings of DS for the past 26 years, and these form the basis of the present study. 
Results and Discussion
The maternal age distribution of all live births and live births with DS are shown in Table 1 , for the additional years 1974-75, and for the complete fouryear period 1972-75. Table 2 shows maternal agespecific rates of liveborn infants with Down's syndrome in the birth period of 1972-75. The values in the last three rows of Table 2 have been adjusted to the overall age distribution of the total number of live births from 1952-73. The marked downward trend in mean maternal age for DS individuals is confirmed. This has been observed in other studies (2, 3) . There appear to be no major trends in the various age interval-specific rates examined, neither the five-year intervals nor the two combined intervals. In the cases where the preliminary 1972-73 data showed indications of a major trend, the addition of the extra data has dampened that trend. Slight upward trends visible in some cases need to be interpreted with care since in 1964 and 1966 new ascertainment sources for DS became available. The influence of therapeutic abortions on these data is uncertain: these became legal in the province in 1971.
It appears that the decrease in mean age of DS mothers is best and most easily explained by the downward shift in the overall maternal age distribution, as reflected in the decreased mean maternal age. An identical conclusion has been stated by Kuroki et al. (2) . Therefore, environmental mutagens are not necessary to explain the existing data, and if active and variable through this period their effects must be small.
However, continued monitoring of human populations for trends in the incidence of DS seems advisable. Further studies will also investigate possible parental occupational and geographical correlations.
